• 



54. (New) A recording i 
attribute information includes exclusive i 



d( vice 



according to Claim 53, wherein the 



/ 



55. (New) A recording 
attribute information is assigned to each^jnage data or voice 
recording medium. 



user information. 



ievice according to Claim 53, wherein the 



56. (New) A recording 



data to be recorded in the 




device according to Claim 53, wherein the 



attribute information 



includes file nam| constituting method information. 



KFMARKS 

u i * 1 7 1 R 21 through 40, and 45 through 56 are 
Claims 13 through 15, 17, 18, /i mruugn 

pending in the subject application, the dependent claims being Claims 13, 14, 17, 21, 

27 , 33, 37, 45, 49 and 53. Cl.ms 19, 20 and 41 to 44 have been canceled. Claims 13 to 

15, 17, 21 to 25, 27 to 31 and 33 to 40 have been amended. 

• ™ • cutnis 17 18 and 20 to 44 were rejected 
In the Official Action, Claims 13 tol5, 1 /, i» anu 

under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), as unpatentabie over U.S. Patent No. 5,899,58. (Kawa.ua) ,n 

v ,ew of U.S. Patent No. 5,796,428 (Ma—, and Cairn 19 was rejected under 

35 U S C. 103(a), as unpatentable over ,he Ma,sumo,o '428 paten, in view o, U.S. Paten, 

NO. 5, 737,49, (Ai.en). Recon—n and withdrawal of the rejections respeCfudy are 

guested in view of the above amendments and the Mowing remarks. 

The rejections of the Cairns over the cited a* respectfuUy are versed. 

Ne.erthe.ess.withoutconced.ns.hepropriety of the rejects. Cairns 19and4! «o44 
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, , tn , c 17 71 to 25 27 to 31 and 33 to 40 have been 
have been canceled, and Claims 13 to 15, 17, 21 to ^, z/ 

amended herem even more clearly to recite various novel features of the present 

invention. 

The present invention relates to a novel recording device and method. In 
one aspect, as recited in Clatm 13, the recordmg device compnses constituting method 
holding means for holding, in a memory detachable from the recording device, 
constituting method information related to a. leas, one of an image data file and a voice 
data file, where the constituting method information comprises user information 
exclusive to the user and recorded in the detachable memory in advance of a 
photographing operation. The devce further comprises mode setting means for setting a 
photographing recordmg mode, and file name determdmng means for automatically 
determining a file name of image data or voice data accordtng to tnformation selected 
depending on a photographing recording mode se, by the mode setting means from the 
user exclustve information held in the constituting method holding means, during a 

recorded in the detachable memory holding the constituting method information. 

Claims 14, 17, 21, 27, 33 and 37 rectte similar features wtth respect to a 

recording device or method. 

In each aspect, an advantage tnheren. in the structure or method is that 
attribute information exclusive to the user can be changed for each detachable recording 
me di, Thus, one user can manage htsArer vo.ce or tmage files without interference by 
other users. 
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Applicant submus that .he prior art fatls to anticipate the present invention. 
Moreover, Applicant subnnts tha. there are differences between the subjec. matter sough. 

bave been obvious a. .he time .he invention was made ,o one of ordinary sB.I in .he «t 

The Kawamura '581 pa.en. rela.es .o a pho<ographing-mode-dependen. 
image data recording method in a dtgita, camera usmg hierarchical storage .o record still 
imag e S a, a different ,eve, than sequential images, and disc.oses a photographing system 
that adds external input photographer information. However, Applicant submits tha, 
the Kawamura -»1 paten, fai.s to disclose or suggest a, leas, the above discussed 
features of ,he presen, invention. Rather, App.ican, submi,s ,ha, me Kawamura '581 
pa,en, merely discloses a system in which a file name and directory are made in 
accordance with a selected photographing mode, where the form of the attnbu.e 
information is predetermined as a form peculiar to the device. Nowhere does the 
Kawamura -»1 patent disclose or suggest a. leas, the recited features relating .o user 
attnbute information prerecorded in a detachable memory or recoding media, as disclosed 

and claimed in the present application. 

The Matsumoto M28 patent relates to an electronic photography system, 
and discloses a system including an information mputting device for adding a,tnbu,e da,a 
,o an image data. However, App.ican, submns ,ha, the Matsumoto '428 patent fai.s to 
disclose or suggest a, leas, ,he above discussed features of the presen. invention. Nor is 
,he Matsumo.0 '428 patent beheved to add anythmg .0 .he Kawamura "58. pa«en. that 
would make obvious the claimed invention. 
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For the above reasons. Applicant submits that independent Claims 13, 14, 

17, 21, 27, 33 and 37 are allowable over the cited art. 

Claims 18, 22 ,0 26, 28 ,0 31, 34 ,0 36 and 38 to 40 depend from Claims 

M 2,, 27, 33 and 37, respectively, and are believed allowable for the same reason, 
Moreover, each of these dependent clatms recites additional feature in combination with 
,he features of its respective base claim, and is believed allowable in its own right. 

mdividual consideration of the dependent claims respectfully is requested. 

Newly presented Claims 45 to 56 have been added to provide Applicant 

wilh an additional scope of protection commensurate with the disclosure. Clatms 45 to 

art of record for similar reasons. 

Applicant respectfully requests entry of this Amendment under 37 CFR 
16. Applicant submrts that the proposed amendments to the prior pending claims and 
t „e lirmted number of newly presented claims do no, add stgrnfican, new issues for 
consideration; Applicant «her submits that the proposed amendments were necessitated 
by the Exammer's comments in the Official Action, and were no, previous.y made 
because AppUcan, believes ,he prior claims are allowaMe. Applican, submits this 
Amendment as an earnest attempt to place the application in condition for allowance. 

Applican, believes that the present Amendment is fully responsive to each 
o, the pomts raised by the Examiner in the Official Action, and submits that the 
Application ,s in allowable form. Favorable consideration of the claims and passage to 
iss „e of the present application a, the Examiner's earhes, convenience respectfully are 
requested. 
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Applicant's underfed attorney may be reached in our Wasrnngton, D.C 
-1010. All correspondence should continue to be directed 



office by telephone at (202) 530 
to our address given below. 



Respecjftrtly submitted, 




FTTZPATRICK, CELL A, HARPER & SCINTO 
30 Rockefeller Plaza 
New York, New York 10112-3801 
Facsimile: (212)218-2200 



CPW\cmv\gmc 

DC_MAIN60963vl 
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13. (Twice Amended) A recording device comprising: 

confuting method hoiding means for ^.^m^M^m^ 

av oiceda.f,,e. [ .na d va„ceo f ap h o.og ra pningope t a,,o„, 1 saidc„ns,i,u,,ng m e*odin f o r mat,o„ 

compnstng user —on exciustve to the user .Ms,^^^^^^ 

y.,.^. a nr,ot"rT hi '"' ooera'to" l and l ; 

mode setting means for setting a photographing recording mode; and 

fi ,e name determining means for automatic* determining a fie name of [the, 

.magedataorWvoiceda.aaccordingtoinformat.onseiec.eddependingonaphotograph.ng 

recordingmodesethv said mode settmg means from the user exciustve —ion he* in satd 

aatajheirn^a^ooi^^ 
,™«imting mMhmi information. 

14 . (Twice Amended) A recording device comprising: 
constituting method setttng means for setttng confuting method infonnauon 
reiatedtoatieastoneofanimagedataMeandavoicedatafiicinadvanceofarecording 

operation of the image data ftle or [the, voice data fi,e, [said, M constituting method 
information comprising user information exc.usive to the user [and]; 

-i- 
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constituting method holding means for holding in n memor y detac hable 
ij£mMlM [sa.d] confuting method information set by sa,d constating 

me thod setting means, t^iM^^ 

„n advance of the recording operation of the image data file or [the] vo.ee data file; and 

file name determining means for automatically determining a file name of the 
unage data or [the] vo.ee data accordmg to the user exclusive information held in said 

, during the recording operation of the image data or [the] 
rP mrHpH in the d ^rhahle. memory holding th e 



constituting method holding means 

voice ilil i thr imnr ^ otQ nr v ™ rp ' data bein 
constituting r^Mh^A information 



15. (Amended) A recording device according to claim 14, wherein said 
constituting method setting means is mcluded in an external dev.ee, and wherein said 
constituting method setting means communicates with said external device to set the. [said] 
constituting method information in said constituting method holding means. 



17. (Twice Amended) A recording device comprising: 

. for attaching a detachable recording media [on] in which constituting 



means 

met hod information related to a, .east one of an image data fi,e and a voice data me is recorded 
. mMM ^ sM mM in advance of a recording operation of the image data f„e or 
[the, vo.ee data file. [sa,d, fe constituting method mformauon comprising user information 
exclusive to the user, and for recording the image data or [the] voice data; and 
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file name determining means for reading a data file in which the user exclusive 
information recorded on said detachable recording media is stored, and for automatically 
determining the file name of the image data or [the, voice data according to the user exclusive 
information read from the data file, during the recording operation of the image data or Ithe, 

voice ,„„ ,l„ i rtl ^~ corded on thedr-^hahle wording me _dia 

hnlHii f the cp naiinrinp method information. 

21. (Twice Amended) A recording device for recording at least one of image 
data and voice data on a detachable recording medium, comprising: 

[generation] means for generating image data or voice data to be recorded; 
[determining] means for determinmg ,„-be-rec„rded attribute mformation relating 
to the [said, image data or [said, voice data, to [said, attribute information being exclusive to 
the user and generated by the user in an externa, devce „1 wd in the det achable reading 
medi um before the generation of the [satd] image data or [said, voice data; and 

recording means for recording the attribute information determined by sa,d 
determining means, and for relating the attnbute information to the. [said, image data or [said, 
voice data generated by said ge^ [generation, meansar^data^r^^ 
uh ,h. netac- -■ ^inm ^.nrin, the attribute information . 
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22 . (Amended) A recording device according to Claim 21, wherein said 
determining means «he. [takes said] attnbute —on from a detachable recording 
medium which is set in the external device. 

23. (Amended) A receding device according to Claim 22, wherein said 
determining means ^ [takes] the attribute formation by —eating with the external 
device. 

24. (Amended) A recording device according to Claim 21. wherein she [said] 
attribute information includes exclusive user information. 

25. (Amended) A recording device according to Claim 21, wheretn the [said] 
attribute information is provided to respective files of the image data or [the] voice data to be 
recorded on the recording medium. 

27. (Twice Amended) A recordtng method for recording a, least one of tmage 
data and voice data on a detach* recording medium, comprising the steps of: 

a generation step of [for] generating image data or voice data to be recorded; 

a determining step of [for] determining m,l tnrin r in the detachable recording 
aedium to-be-recorded attribute information relating to the. [said] image data or [said, voice 
data, the. [said, attribute information being exclusive to the user and se, in an externa, device by 
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image data or [said] voice data; and 

a recording step of [for] recording the. (said) attnbute information determined and 
^ in sa.d determining step, and for relating U l-d, information to the. [said, 

im age data or * [sard, voice data generated in said generation 
tmgimmM ^^ ms ^<l M. | . |h .,n nn,th.,t.nhn,einformatioa . 



28. 



(Amended) A recording method according to Claim 27, wherein said 
deterging step **- -id, attribute information from a detachabie recording 

medium set in the external device. 

29. (Amended) A recordmg method according to Claim 28, wherein said 
determining step [taices sa,d, attribute information by communication with the. [said, 

external device. 

30. (Amended) A recording method according to Claim 27, wherein £he. [said] 
attribute information includes exclusive user information. 

31. (Amended) A recording method according to data 27, wherein She [said] 
be recorded on the recording medium. 
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33. (Tw.ce Amended) A recording device for recording at least one of image 
data and voice data on a demchable recording medium, comprising: 

[generation] means for generating image data or voice data to be recorded on the 

recording medium; 

[setting, means for setting the form of to-be-recorded attribute information 
relating to U [said, image data or [said, voice data, the form of the attribute infonnation betng 
exdusive to the user and set by the user ^MM^mMM^msm^^I^ before 
the generation means generates the image data or [the] voice data to be recorded; 

attnbute information recording means for causing the recording device to store the 
form of the attribute information set by said [the, setting means to [a, tMMz W 

recording medium; and 

data recordtng means for recording the attribute information, according to the 

form stored in M [said, detachabie storage medtum, on the recording medium and relating i, to 
the image data or the votce datajheinj^ej*^^^ 

Qtnra pe medium . 

34. (Amended) A recording device according to Claim 33, wherein the [said] 
attribute information includes exclusive user information. 
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35. (Amended) A recording device according to Claim 33, wherein the. Isaid] 

recorded on the recording medium. 

36. (Amended) A recording device according to Claim 33, wheretn the. [said] 
attribute information includes process information regarding a file name. 

37. (Twice Amended) A recording method for recordmg aadstachable 
ffi£2Bta! edi B m at ,eas. one of image data and voice data, comprising the steps of: 

a generation step of. [for] generating image data or voice data to be recorded; 

a setting step of [for, setting a form of to-be-recorded attribute information, and 
reiating i, to th, [said, image data or [sa,d, voice data, the form of the attribute information being 
exciusive to the user and se, by the user ^M^m^m^^ »*» 
generating the image data or [thel voice data to be recorded; 

an attribute information recording step of [for, prov.ding [the, a recording device 
[to store, mmm the tam of *. attnbute information set by said setting step tn * [a, 

detachable recording medium; and 

a recording step of [for, recording the attribute information, accordtng to the form 
stored in the detachable storage medtum, on a recording medium, and relating the attribute 
information to the tmage data or [the, voice 6 ^Mm^M Sl Mm ! , i m S m^ 
,h, wording n -'""" " trlhl " e '"ft"™"^ 
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38. (Amended) A recording method according to Claim 37, wherein the [said] 
attribute information includes exclusive user information. 

39. (Amended) A recording method according to Claim 37, wherein the [said] 
attribute information is provided with respect to files of the image data or [the] voice data to be 
recorded on the recording medium. 

40. (Amended) A recording method according to Claim 37, wherein the [said] 
attribute information includes process information regarding a file name. 
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